
Gold / Porcelain Inlays and Onlays 

 

In certain cases, inlays and onlays are a conservative alternative to full coverage dental crowns. 

Also known as indirect fillings, inlays and onlays offer a well-fitting, stronger, longer lasting 

reparative solution to tooth decay or similar damage. These restorations are beneficial from 

both an esthetic and functional point of view. 

Inlays and onlays can often be used in place of traditional dental fillings to treat tooth decay or 

similar structural damage. Whereas dental fillings are molded into place within the mouth 

during a dental visit, inlays and onlays are fabricated indirectly in a dental lab before being 

fitted and bonded to the damaged tooth by your dentist. 

The restoration is dubbed an "inlay" when the material is bonded within the center of a tooth. 

Conversely, the restoration is dubbed an "onlay" when the extent of the damage requires 

inclusion of one or more cusps (points) of the tooth or full coverage of the biting surface. 

There are many advantages to this type of restoration for the chewing surfaces of your back 

teeth: 

1. The esthetics inlay/onlay restorations are far superior to silver fillings and can match the 

natural shade of your tooth even more closely than bonded ones.  

 

2. The durability of inlay/onlay restorations are much more resistant to the heavy chewing 

pressure exerted on the occlusal surfaces of your back teeth than bonded fillings are 

and will therefore last appreciably longer. 

 

  



3. Ease of cleaning. Inlays and onlays become part of the tooth once installed, so you can 

easily brush and floss your teeth like you usually do. These dental restorations don’t 

require any extra care or maintenance. 

 

4. Excellent fit. Since inlays and onlays are custom made based on your tooth’s actual 

mold, you get a dental prosthetic that fits your tooth as exactly as possible. Every single 

groove and pit on your original tooth can be copied into the inlay or onlay, ensuring a 

tight and seamless fit. 

5. Flexibility. Inlays and onlays can be used for a wide variety of dental issues and they can 
be custom-made to suit your tooth’s specific needs. Your dentist also can manipulate 
inlays and onlays to make them fit you better, such as by creating a more esthetically 
pleasing mold if your original tooth had shape or size issues. 
 

6. Tooth preservation. Unlike getting crowns where your tooth needs to be trimmed into 
an abutment, inlays and onlays only require the dentist to remove the most damaged 
parts of the tooth, thereby saving most of the healthy tooth mass. 

 
7. Enhanced tooth strength. An inlay or onlay helps stabilize the tooth and prevents 

bacteria from spreading further. The healthy tooth mass will also remain intact and 
become more resistant to wear when an inlay or onlay is in place. 

 

 


